· 1. Grand Embassy of Peter the Great
            I have vague memories of reading about Peter the Great in high school.  I do not remember spending an extensive amount of time on the subject and found the reading and videos on this subject very interesting.  Though he was a daunting and terrifying figure from Russian history.  I found his insights about seafaring and modernization of Russia thoroughly interesting.  During the years 1697 and 1698 Peter the Great traveled throughout Europe in search of information and technology to help bring Russia into the modern era that was sweeping across Europe during this time period.  Often working under a false identity Peter gained pertinent information and insights pertaining to maritime science and shipbuilding.
 What was Peter’s trying to accomplish during this voyage?
Peter had a vision of Russia becoming a naval super power.  He had seen the seafaring success of the British, Spanish, and Portuguese and wanted to elevate the status and future of his country.
1. What city would be born of this voyage? 
Saint Petersburg was established in 1703 on the Baltic Sea, prior to its establishment it was a land locked nation. (2)
1. What event ended this voyage?
Peter the Greats “Grand Embassy” was cut short during 1698 because of the Streltsy uprising in Russia.  The Streltsy were a garrison of soldiers that were believed to be marching on Moscow because of poor treatment and starvations.  Some also believed that they Streltsy were also uprising because of the adoption of western ideals.  Peter returned to Russia and slaughtered to Streltsy because of their betrayal.(2)
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Response 
	Thank you for your post. Personally, I feel that you have answered the questions very well. I have gone through the materials you have provided and they have rich information that has helped me to understand more on the topic of discussion. I like your work. Thank you once again.
· 2. Smolny Institute 
“These well turned out young ladies on the walls were pupils of the Smolny instititue for Noble Maidens, which Catherine founded in 1764. It’s stated purpose was to raise educated women, good mothers, and useful members of family and society.” First proper educational establishment for women in Russia. (“Age of Extremes: Empire of the Tsars.” Films Media Group, 2015, fod.infobase.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?wID=151823&xtid=117370. Accessed 14 Mar. 2018.)
 
This video interested me because it talked about the Smolny Institute which was the first female education institution in Russia. It was founded by Catherine the Great of Russia. This topic interested me because I was curious what kind of role women played in 18th century Russian society. I was under the belief that women weren’t really educated back then and mainly helped with chores around the house. This wasn’t the case for the women attending the Smolny Institute though!
 
What kind of background did the women have that attended the Institute?
The students that attended were daughters of high ranking officials and nobility. The teachings were meant to prepare the girls for when they entered high society. Sometimes, the parents of the girls (very important officials and nobility) would attend their final exams.(Smolny Institute for Noble Maidens).
 
What kind of rules did the girls need to follow?
The school was extremely strict. It was actually known for its discipline. The girls were forced to get up at 6am everyday. Everywhere the girls went they were required to be followed by a school official. Parents had to sign off that they weren’t allowed to take the girls out of Smolny for 12 years! (Catherine’s Maidens – Beautiful, Plain, Noble)
 
What kind of things did Catherine the Great promote during her reign?
Catherine loved education and wanted to help as many people in Russia as she could become educated. She founded the Moscow Foundling Home for orphans. Abandoned children would be brought into the school in hopes of teaching them to become the “ideal citizen”. Even though there was sufficient funding, there mortality rate was incredibly high and the school had to be shut down. Afterwards, Catherine created the Smolny Institute to continue her love of education. (Moscow%2BOrphanage’ on Revolvy.com.)
What did I learn?
Catherine the Great was an admired leader. She was ambitious and wanted to integrate herself with the Russian people. She worked hard and was able to achieve great things because of it. She wasn't afraid to express her thoughts and run with something!
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 Response 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After reading this post, I have admired to become a great leader. Looking at the life of Catherine the Great, she was an admired leader. Her ambition for the nation is something that cannot be ignored. She wanted to integrate herself with the Russian people. She was hardworking and wanted to achieve all the great things she wanted. We ought to admire this and work towards greatness and achievements that are admirable. Thank you. It was nice reading your post.
